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Thanks for your prayers for my family the past couple of weeks.  They’ve made a difference.  But I’m glad to be back with you, and to be able to jump back into our study of EPHESIANS to find out what God wants to say to us about living out our faith in the day-to-day stuff of our lives.  You ready to let God’s Word meddle in your life?

A couple of Sundays ago now I gave you a double-sided half-sheet handout that focused on the underlying truths about alcohol Paul wants us to grapple with and come to an understanding of from EPHESIANS 5:18.  I hope you read it.  It’s in your bulletin for a third time this morning and there are more on the Community Center Table.  The three main truths that I want to reiterate to you from this handout are …

1. FIRST, DON’T GET DRUNK.
2. SECOND, DON’T BE DECEIVED BY ALCOHOL.  
3. THIRD, DON’T STUMBLE SOMEONE ELSE.

Hopefully, with receiving this half-sheet handout three times you realize how important I believe it is that you read this and follow through on what I’m calling you to with regard to these three truths.

EPHESIANS 5:18 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

18 And do not get drunk with wine, for that is dissipation, but be filled with the Spirit,

The admonition of God’s Word isn’t to NEVER DRINK ALCOHOL; it’s to NOT GET DRUNK.  And while some people can walk this line, others find that they cannot.  Because for the still-suffering alcoholic, to drink alcohol at all, IN ANY AMOUNT, is to drink to the point of being drunk.  Like they say in AA, “For the alcoholic, one drink is always too many, and a hundred drinks is never enough.”  I can’t imagine that there’s a person here this morning who’s life hasn’t been impacted in some way by alcoholism … and so I don’t think I need to sell you on the rock solid truth of God’s admonition to us as His followers to not drink alcohol to the point of drunkenness.  

But I also know that many of the folks who make up our flock, drink alcohol socially.  And so, as much as some Christians try to say otherwise … remember, that in JOHN 2 Jesus turned wine into water … I mean, Jesus turned water into wine! – given that God’s Word doesn’t PROHIBIT the drinking of alcohol, as His followers, what are we to do?

WHEN IT COMES TO WHETHER OR NOT WE’RE TO DRINK ALCOHOL, WE’RE EACH TO SEEK GOD’S CHARACTER AND GOD’S COUNSEL AND OBEY THEM BOTH – PATTERNING OUR LIVES AFTER GOD’S LEADING.

I used to drink alcohol socially on a semi-regular basis, but was never an alcoholic.  My addictions strayed into the herbal direction, and with eating too much food, and too much of the wrong kinds of food, for wounded and also self-indulgent reasons.

Given all the undeniable challenges alcohol abuse brings into our lives, our homes, our careers, our lives with God, and into our relationships with other people in general, I want to challenge ALL OF US TO BE LED BY THE HOLY SPIRIT OF GOD IN WHETHER OR NOT WE EVEN DRINK ALCOHOL AT ALL.  Okay, maybe you’re not an alcoholic, but who knows whether or not your children will have a genetic pre-disposition to being an alcoholic?  So the question is, “Who are we influencing?”

As a person whose a recovering drug addict myself, and who’s struggled with compulsive and addictive behaviors all my life, and whose oldest son is a recovering, sober alcoholic and drug addict, this is the argument for ABSTINENCE rather than MODERATION THAT I’VE BEEN CALLED TO.  But again, nowhere in the Bible does God forbid the moderate consumption of alcohol.  But here’s a summary of what I see taught on this subject from four different passages in The New Testament …

FIRST CORINTHIANS 6:10; GALATIANS 5:21; EPHESIANS 5:18;
FIRST PETER 4:3 (PARAPHRASE)

Don’t ever get drunk.  Ever.  It’s a sin to lose control of our hearts, minds, ambitions, feelings, and maybe even our health, all for the sake of temporary mood alteration – ESPECIALLY when the fruit of this choice can be the wounding of ourselves or others in ways deep, or even permanent.  Those who choose to practice drunkenness also make the choice to not participate in, or inherit the Kingdom of God.

When we understand what the will of God is for us as individuals when it comes to the use of alcohol, and when we stay in unity with God’s will, we’ll avoid the kind of foolishness, bondage and brokenness that so often ends up being associated with it.  So, please, friends, as your pastor and as your teacher, I admonish each of you – myself included – please let’s not be FLIPPANT about this.  Instead, let’s be PRAYERFUL about it … and like any other area of our lives, let’s not just DO THIS or NOT DO THAT because of what society, or our family, or our friends says is “OKAY FOR US TO PERSONALLY DO OR NOT DO.”  Rather, let’s seek and follow God’s personal instruction to us.  He knows us and He loves us and we can trust His leading.  Because to do anything less would be to walk in disobedience to God.  Do you see it?

If you’ve struggled with or are struggling with alcohol abuse, or if you’re in a relationship with someone who is, I’d like to encourage you to check out Newberg Community Celebrate Recovery … a 12-step ministry of healing discipleship that’s at the very heart of, and in the DNA of who we are as 2nd Street.  Newberg Community Celebrate Recovery happens every Monday night at Northside Community Church, and you can find out more about it at the Celebrate Recovery information table, which is set up to the left of the coffee, each Sunday morning.
Or, if you want to know more about how to get involved in one of the many AA groups here in town or Yamhill County, let me know and I’ll talk with you about this time-proven option that God is using in the lives of many people as well.  I attend an AA meeting every week and it’s an important part of my life of recovery as a former drug addict.  Okay, please turn back with me to EPHESIANS 5 and let’s read v. 18 and a parallel verse from the writings of Paul that’s found in COLOSSIANS 3:16 … 

EPHESIANS 5:18; COLOSSIANS 3:16a (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

EPHESIANS 5:18 And do not get drunk with wine, for that is dissipation [that is, it will ruin your life], but BE FILLED WITH THE [HOLY] SPIRIT, [emphasis added]

COLOSSIANS 3:16a , with all wisdom teaching and admonishing LET THE WORD OF CHRIST RICHLY DWELL WITHIN YOU ... [emphasis added]

In EPHESIANS 5:18 the Apostle Paul tells us as followers of Jesus Christ, to be filled with the Spirit, and in COLOSSIANS 3:16 verse, he tells us to be filled with the Word of Christ.  Friends, it’s God’s will for us that these two things always be happening in balance with one another in our lives.  And I see our FIRST FAITH LESSON here …

FAITH LESSON … As maturing followers of Jesus Christ, God’s will is most consistently found and followed as THE HOLY SPIRIT and THE WORD OF GOD are increasing and working in unison within us.  God wants us to invite THE HOLY SPIRIT and THE WORD OF GOD to instruct us, guide us, and give us the discernment and the courage we need to live the lives He’s calling us to live.

When you and I settle for the infilling of the Holy Spirit of God alone, we’ll always be looking for our next “spiritual experience” without being grounded in the stability that only comes from putting our roots down into God’s Word.  And likewise, it’s not enough for us to settle for just having some knowledge of the Word of God – because when we do, in no time at all we’ll become dusty old Pharisees, religiously trying to serve God and please God from the outside in.  What you and I need is and ever-increasing balance of the Holy Spirit of God, and the Word of God in our lives.  But sad to say, there are too many churches and Believers who settle for less than what God has for them when it comes to finding this balance.  I’ve heard it put this way …

· When we have the Holy Spirit without much of the Word of God, we BLOW UP.
· When we have the Word of God without much of the Holy Spirit, we DRY UP.
· But when we have the Holy Spirit in balance with the Word of God, we GROW UP.

DRY UP.  BLOW UP.  GROWING UP.  Not much of a choice.  And yet the choice is ours.  We need the Holy Spirit AND the Word of God working in balance with one another in our lives and in our church.  Here at 2nd Street, our elders, our staff, and our ministry volunteers are seeking this deliberate balance for us as a church body.  But friends, every single one of us also needs to seek this balance in our own, individual lives.  And nestled into this non-negotiable truth I see a SECOND FAITH LESSON …

FAITH LESSON … THE HOLY SPIRIT and THE WORD OF GOD will always be in agreement.  When we have the leading of THE HOLY SPIRIT and the wisdom of THE WORD OF GOD actively growing in our lives, we’ll experience spiritual maturity, transformation, and lasting change.

In EPHESIANS 5:19-20, the Apostle Paul goes on to tell us what our lives will begin to look like, and what they’ll be characterized by, when we’re being tanked up, on a consistent basis, with the Holy Spirit and with God’s Word.

EPHESIANS 5:19-20 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

19 speaking to one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody with your heart to the Lord;
20 always giving thanks for all things in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to God, even the Father;

You know, I’m always praying that the worship songs we sing together on Sundays, or that we listen to or sing along with in our homes or in our cars … that we’re inviting God to let the truth of these songs filter into the rest of our lives, providing us with God’s-words, God’s-thoughts, and God’s-realities to meditate on after the music is done … giving us direction for our prayer lives, and reminding us that God calls us as His followers to make worship, not just something WE DO, but A WAY OF LIFE.

God deserves our thanks, and in these two verses He’s calling us to let our lives and our words become an overflow of what He’s pouring into us through the indwelling presence of His Holy Spirit, and through His Word.  Dr. Claude Lewis, a dentist for many years in Medford, Oregon, and a dear Christian friend and brother who died and went to be with Jesus many years ago now, told me a story once about this that I’ll never forget.

ILLUSTRATION … The 4th grade Sunday School teacher was teaching through The New Testament book of ACTS – the book that records for us the birth and the growth of the early Christian church – and the phrase “and they were filled with the Holy Spirit” kept appearing over and over again.

One day the teacher asked her students, “Why do you think God kept filling these Christians up over and over again with the Holy Spirit?”  And one kid wisely answered, “Because they leaked.”

They leaked!  God wants you and me, as His followers today, to leak too.  Gang, we’re going to leak out whatever we’re being filled up with.  And if we’re being filled up with the Holy Spirit of God and with the Word of God, then that’s what’s going to leak out of us … because that will be what is shaping our words, our thoughts, our priorities, our values, and our actions.

Friends, listen to me … WHATEVER WE BELIEVE IN OUR HEARTS WILL ALWAYS COME OUT OF OUR MOUTHS AND BE LIVED OUT IN OUR ACTIONS.  Do you see why it’s so important for us to not only TALK about our faith, but to LIVE IT OUT?  What’s leaking out of you?  Things rooted in the Holy Spirit and the Word of God, or things rooted in the world?

Beginning in EPHESIANS 5:18b, Paul lays the groundwork for teaching the profound spiritual truth that Christ-followers should make the best husbands, the best wives, the best children, the best employers, the best employees, and the best witnesses in the world – because WHAT WE ARE AND WHAT WE DO speaks as loud, if not louder, than WHAT WE SAY.

EPHESIANS 5:18b (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

18b … but be filled [to overflowing] with the [Holy] Spirit, [emphasis added]

Unfortunately a lot of Christians today believe that to be filled with the Holy Spirit means all you do is float around all day in the Spirit like some kind of God-inflated-Macy’s-Thanksgiving-Day-Parade-Float.  But being filled with the Holy Spirit isn’t some weird, unapproachable, mystic state.  Spirit-filled people are Spirit-led, Spirit-directed people, and as such, they should make more sense than anybody else.  Holy Spirit-filled, Holy Spirit-led people should be the most creative people in their jobs and in their schools.  Not every Holy Spirit-filled and leaking person will become a pastor or a missionary but they’ll understand that their neighborhoods, their classrooms, their workplaces, and their homes, ARE THE MISSION FIELDS GOD HAS CALLED THEM TO AND PUT THEM IN.

Gang, God will reward the faithful, Spirit-filled and leaking wife, husband, employee, student, child, or employer, as much as He’ll bless and reward a missionary living abroad.  As Christians, we need to know firsthand the power of the Holy Spirit, and the stability of God’s Word to successfully live out the lives God calls us to live.  Do you see it?

EPHESIANS 5:20-21 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

20 always giving thanks for all things in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to God, even the Father;
21 and be subject to one another in the fear of Christ.

When you and I live lives fueled and empower by the Holy Spirit and God’s Word, we’ll always be willing to give thanksgiving and praise back to God the Father and our Lord Jesus Christ.  And I see a THIRD FAITH LESSON for us here that’s the foundation of the rest of the verses in EPHESIANS 5, as Paul offers us some instruction about submission and authority to Jesus Christ and to one another in our lives.

FAITH LESSON … Praise is SUBMISSION AND SURRENDER TO GOD – for in SUBMISSION and SURRENDER God puts our lives into perspective to those around us.  Praise will continually fill the minds, hearts, and mouths of the people who choose to be unconditionally SURRENDERED and in SUBMISSION to God.
I’m going to read EPHESIANS 5:21-33 in one reading because it will help us see the context and flow of the important instruction Paul is offering to us.

EPHESIANS 5:21-33 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

21 and be subject to one another in the fear of Christ.
22 Wives, be subject to your own husbands, as to the Lord.
23 For the husband is the head of the wife, as Christ also is the head of the church, He Himself being the Savior of the body.
24 But as the church is subject to Christ, so also the wives ought to be to their husbands in everything.
25 Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church and gave Himself up for her,
26 so that He might sanctify her, having cleansed her by the washing of water with the word,
27 that He might present to Himself the church in all her glory, having no spot or wrinkle or any such thing; but that she would be holy and blameless.
28 So husbands ought also to love their own wives as their own bodies.  He who loves his own wife loves himself;
29 for no one ever hated his own flesh, but nourishes and cherishes it, just as Christ also does the church,
30 because we are members of His body.
31 For this reason a man shall leave his father and mother and shall be joined to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh.
32 This mystery is great; but I am speaking with reference to Christ and the church.
33 Nevertheless, each individual among you also is to love his own wife even as himself, and the wife must see to it that she respects her husband.

Many people come to this passage, and to its parallel passage in COLOSSIANS 3, and to the teaching the Apostle Peter does on this same topic in FIRST PETER 3 and they get theologically shipwrecked on the two words love and submit.

And while these words love and submit are real and they’re used by Paul and Peter, wives often get more bent out of shape when God’s Word calls them to submit, than husbands get bent out of shape when God’s Word calls them to love.  And yet both of the words love and submit, are at their roots, calling us to exactly the same things.  Paul’s call to husbands to love, and his call to wives to submit are a command to both to PUT THE OTHER PERSON IN THE RELATIONSHIP FIRST.  Paul is calling both husbands and wives to unconditional agape love … to the kind of love that will only find it’s source in God Himself … and he’s calling both husbands and wives to a God-shaped love that is defined by surrender and sacrifice.

In our first teaching on EPHESIANS several months ago, I shared with you that the main religious focus in Ephesus was the worship of the Roman goddess Diana … and at the center of this worship of Diana was the philosophical teaching that women were superior to men.  And yet, as in many cultures where this is what people “say they believe”, as the old saying goes, “the proof’s in the pudding,” and in Ephesus, women were actually VERY SUBJECT to their husbands, and if they didn’t submit to them, their husbands had the right to divorce them or even kill them.

From the very first, lengthy teaching we have of Jesus Christ [what is commonly called “The Sermon on the Mount”, found in MATTHEW 5-6-7], it’s obvious that Jesus was a radical new kind of rabbi, a countercultural religious leader and Messiah, because He consistently took old, well-known, commonly-accepted beliefs and turned them on their heads.  For instance, you might remember that Jesus was fond of saying, “You have heard it said, but I say” (cf., MATTHEW 6:20-26).  And almost every time Jesus said this, He wasn’t calling people to a NEW ACTION, but to a NEW ATTITUDE, or to a NEW COMPELLING BELIEF behind doing what they were doing.  

And the Apostle Paul followed hard on the theological and revolutionary teachings of Jesus Christ in that in his words to husbands and wives here in EPHESIANS 5, he wasn’t call wives to do something that they weren’t already doing – they were already submitting to their husbands.  Instead, he was calling wives to submit to their husbands in a new way, as unto the Lord (EPHESIANS 5:22).  And this whole new kind of submission, wasn’t to be done to appease Diana or some cultural imperative.

NEITHER husbands loving or wives submitting is about is God creating a hierarchy … or about giving husband power over wives … or about making wives doormats for husbands.  NEITHER ONE OF THESE TWO WORDS – LOVING OR SUBMITTING – ARE ABOUT POWER.  Both loving and submitting are about the surrender of power, about the laying down of self, and about the forfeiting of rights, just as Jesus Christ has so beautifully and fully done for you and for me.

The word submission used in this passage is the Greek word hupotasso.  It’s used thirty-one times in The New Testament and here are its two basic meanings … each shaped by the ways it’s used in various passages.

· FIRST, in it’s military use hupotasso means, “to arrange a troop or divisions under the command of a leader”.

· SECOND, in it’s non-military use, hupotasso means, “a voluntary attitude of cooperating, assuming responsibility, and carrying a burden.”

Very often pastors and teachers of God’s Word believe that Paul was using the word hupotasso here the way it’s used as a military term – and in fact, in some of the places where it’s used in The New Testament that’s exactly the intent of it’s use.  BUT GIVEN THE CONTEXT of where and how both the Apostle’s Paul and Peter use the word hupotasso when writing about marriage, it’s clear to me that they’re using it in the non-military way referring to a ‘a voluntary attitude of cooperating, assuming responsibility, and carrying a burden.’”  So wives, you can officially turn to your husband and say, “God’s Word just affirmed to me that you’re my burden and I’m carrying you.  You’re welcome!”

Here’s how two different ways Bible translations render the word hupotasso in EPHESIANS 5:21 and then in FIRST TIMOTHY 2:11; 3:4 …

EPHESIANS 5:21; FIRST TIMOTHY 2:11; 3:4

21 Out of respect for Christ, be courteously reverent to one another. (THE MESSAGE)

2:11, 3:4 cooperate in everything. (NEW CENTURY VERSION)

I really connect with how Andrew and Judith Lester, the husband and wife authors of the great book It Takes Two:  The Joy of Intimate Marriage suggest that a correct and right translation of submissive is …

submissive:  to be supportive of, to tend to the needs of, or to respect the needs and desires of others.

Did you know that as followers of Jesus Christ, God often tells us TO DO THE THING THAT’S THE HARDEST FOR US TO DO?  And why?  Because this is one of the ways that the impurities of the world and of our sin nature are smelted and disciplined out of us.  God knows that loving and submitting, are difficult for any human being to do … husband or wife, man or woman, young person or old person.  God knows that one of the hardest thing in the world for any of us to do is to love someone more than we love ourselves.  Likewise God knows that one of the hardest thing in the world for us to do is to submit our will to someone other than ourselves and to be supportive of, to tend to the needs of, or to respect the needs and desires of others.

And so these are the very things God asks of us as followers of His Son, Jesus Christ.  And the reason the word submit has become such a huge a stumbling block for so many wives – both inside and outside of the church, is because much of the time wives don’t understand the difference between submission and obedience.  They’re not the same.  Submission is an attitude … and obedience is an action.

When a husband is following the example of love given to us by Jesus Christ, and when he’s loving his wife sacrificially like Jesus Christ loves the church, then his wife will, with great joy, be in an attitude of submission toward him.  But a whole lot of husbands don’t give their wives anything to respect or to respond to in love.  And when this is the case, you better believe it that submission is going to be mis-understood, becomes a stumbling block, and gets some pretty significant push back.

Gang, when Jesus Christ stepped out of heaven so that He could step into our lives, He was submitting to the plans of His Father.  When Jesus Christ “moved into the neighborhood,” (cf., JOHN 1) He came with a clear understanding who we are, where we’re at, what we need, and how to serve us.  And these are the exact same characteristics of Jesus Christ that Paul is calling us as husbands and wives to live out to one another by calling us to love and to submission.  Nothing more.  Nothing less.

I was in conversation with a woman here at 2nd Street about this topic a couple of weeks ago now.  Because of what I knew she’s gone through in her life, I asked her for her advice on how she thought some of what I was studying, thinking, and writing might come across to you here this morning, and she wrote back to me something in an email that she then gave me permission to share with you …

Faith, to me in its purest expression has nothing to do with logic.  It so often entails trust in God’s larger view.  I would pray that a couple would truly be equally yoked, that is that both should love God first.  I would have loved that my former husband would have found deep meaning personally to protect me as Christ loves and protects us.  Obedience and submission are not wimpy; they’re bold, and take great strength.  - a 2nd Street woman / 10.2010

Submitting ourselves to one another out of reverence for Jesus Christ (EPHESIANS 5:21) represents a horizontal interaction that takes place, not just between husbands and wives, but between followers of Jesus Christ and the other people in our lives, whether they’re in relationship yet with Jesus Christ or not.  And this example and this calling of Jesus Christ to us as His followers to live this way can be difficult to comprehend and live out … like Paul wrote in EPHESIANS 5:32, this mystery is great.  

Gang, remember, once again that there’s a huge difference between submission and obedience.  They’re not the same.  Submission is an attitude … and obedience is an action.  When a husband takes the upper hand in his marriage, and stops treating his wife as his equal in the sight of God, or when a husband starts demanding that his wife submit to him, he’s usually just demanding that she obey him.

And when a husband does this, he stops being a husband who’s sharing a house with his beloved bride after the example of Jesus Christ, and he starts becoming a dictator who’s holding his wife emotionally, and sometimes even physically or spiritually hostage in their house.  Gang, Jesus is never a dictator.  The best marriages in the world exist when the husband doesn’t violate God’s command to him to love his wife.  And because love and submission are all about self-sacrifice, then by definition, marriages should be egalitarian, or non-hierarchical.

So let me clarify three important truths I see about submission that I want to make sure we all clearly understand before leaving here this morning …

· FIRST, submission isn’t a command.  Submission is passive in nature and it only happens, as Paul teaches in EPHESIANS 5:18 within the context of being continually filled, or saturated with, or overflowing with the Holy Spirit of God.

· SECOND, submission is mutual and applicable to all followers of Jesus Christ, as Paul teaches us in EPHESIANS 5:21.  This truth means, as Paul teaches in EPHESIANS 5:22, that submission applies equally to both husbands and wives.

· THIRD, submission isn’t primarily something we DO, it’s something we RECEIVE.  Submission isn’t an action to be attained by doing this or that, or by not doing this or that, rather it’s an attitude of the heart to be pursued, cultivated, and maintained … first toward Jesus Christ, and then toward one another.
In their 2000 book, Empowering Couples:  Building On Your Strengths, Dr. David H. Olson, Professor Emeritus of the Family Social Science Department at the University of Minnesota and his wife Amy K. Olson, compiled a national survey based on 21,501 married couples using a comprehensive marital assessment tool called ENRICH.  This national survey, published in the year 2000, represents one of the largest and most comprehensive analyses of MARTIAL STRENGTHS AND STUMBLING BLOCKS.

ILLUSTRATION … Couples were asked to complete 30 background questions and 165 specific questions that focused on 20 significant marital issues.  This survey identified the top ten strengths of HAPPY MARRIAGES and the top ten stumbling blocks for married couples.

Using these top ten strengths, Dr. Olson found that it was possible to discriminate between HAPPY and UNHAPPY MARRIAGES with 93% accuracy.  And a significant discovery was made in relation to marital satisfaction and role relationships.

It discovered that 81% of equalitarian couples were HAPPILY MARRIED (that is, couples who viewed one another as equals, without a hierarchical structure of obedience and decision-making in place), while 82% of couples where both spouses perceived their relationship in hierarchical terms were MAINLY UNHAPPY.

Therefore, one of Dr. Olson’s conclusions was:  A COUPLE’S INABILITY (BECAUSE OF WHAT THEY’D BEEN TAUGHT SOCIALLY, CULTURALLY, OR THEOLOGICALLY) OR UNWILLINGNESS TO SHARE LEADERSHIP EQUALLY WAS THE TOP STUMBLING BLOCK TO A HAPPY MARRIAGE.

[www.godswordtowomen.org/Preato3.htm | David H. Olson and Amy K. Olson, Empowering Couples:  Building on Your Strengths (Minneapolis: Life Innovations, Inc. 2000), page 72.]

Somebody once said that marriage has the potential to be the “closest thing anyone will ever feel to heaven … or the closest thing anyone will ever feel to … well, you know, not being in heaven!”  If you’re married, you know what I’m talking about.  But in telling husbands to love their wives and in telling wives to submit to their husbands, God is really telling us to both learn how to become more like Him.

Paul’s words in EPHESIANS 5:21-33 called the husbands and the wives in the church in Ephesus, and to wives today, to do what they were already doing, love and submit, but with a new, Holy Spirit directed attitude and love, both for Jesus Christ and for others.  And in taking Paul up on his instruction, you and me, like the 1st-Century people living in Ephesus, moved light years past what our culture teaches us about what our roles are to be, and more clearly into the center of what it means to be a transformed follower of Jesus Christ.  

So many divergent thoughts and teachings have been written on this passage of Scripture, so much more could have been said and taught.  But it’s my prayer that God has spoken to you this morning and that you understand and believe with a new resolve and a new confidence that the God who loves you more than you deserve, Who pursues you longer, harder, faster, and with more patience than you’ve ever pursued Him, and Who’s call that husbands love their wives and that wives submit to their husbands, is a call to each of us to the kind of selfless, sacrificial love that we can only learn by watching Him, by knowing Him, and by inviting the Holy Spirit and the Word of God to craft, shape, and build His character inside of us, so that we can live it out God’s will in the day-to-day circumstances of our lives.  Blessed be the Word of the Lord.

NEXT SUNDAY … EPHESIANS 6:1-13 … COME PRAYING AND EXPECTING!
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NEVER DRINK ALCOHOL;

 

it’s to 

NOT GET 

DRUNK

.  And while some people can walk this line, others find that they cannot.  

Because

 

for the still

-

suffering alcoholic, to drink alcohol at all, 

IN ANY AMOUNT

, is to 

drink to the point of being drunk.  Like they say in AA, “

For the alcoholic, one

 

drink 

is always too many, and 

a hundred drinks is never 

enough.

”

  

I can’t imagine that 

there’

s a person here this morning who’s life hasn’t been impacted in some way by 

alcoholism … and so I don’t think I need to sell you on the rock solid truth of God’s 

admonition to us as His followers to 

not drink

 

alcohol to the point of drunkenness

.  

 

 

But I a

lso know that many of the folks who make up our flock, drink alcohol socially.  

And so, 

as much as some Christians try to say otherwise … remember, that in 

JOHN 2

 

Jesus turned wine into water

 

… I mean,

 

Jesus turned water into wine!

 

–

 

given that 

God’s Word 

doesn’t 

PROHIBIT

 

the drinking of alcohol, as His followers, what are we 

to do?

 

 

